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Submission to Future Melbourne Committee

City of Melbourne, Melbourne Town Hall,
20 February 2024, 5.30pm – Meeting No.70
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Agenda Item FMC 6.4: Draft Homelessness Strategy 2024-30

When we saw a document with the word ‘Strategy’ in the title, we expected it to include the following:
· An evaluation of the current and numerous interventions and support services that the City of Melbourne undertakes to address homelessness,
· Proposed improvements to these various projects as a result of the evaluation and 
· New initiatives to address perceived gaps.

The document provides a detailed analysis of the various cohorts and the unique challenges of each.  It also provides comprehensive coverage of the various causes of homelessness.  The document is of value for that alone.

However, the section on priorities says the CoM will ‘deliver’, ‘advocate’ and ‘partner’, but there is no detail on the ‘what’ and ‘how’.  So, if this document is to be the basis for consultation, it seems that it is too ephemeral to result in concrete and useful responses.

The SRA has been well-aware for some time of the expertise and experience of CoM personnel working in this area.  Their presentations on this matter have conveyed an appreciation of its complexity and the need for compassion.

It is therefore surprising not to find information on the dot points above.

The agenda item proposes a consultation with the community on homelessness in its broadest terms.  It is almost as if the consultation is starting with a blank canvas without the benefits of any critique of the CoM’s current support and interventions.

The SRA wishes CoM well with this exercise, but it thinks the time and money would be better spent addressing the dot points mentioned at the beginning.


Regards
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President
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